Grade 12 Computer Graphics

Assignment: Painting With Photoshop
Part 1

Select a photograph and use one (or both) of the following tutorials to create a line drawing or wood cut image of the photograph.

Tutorial 1:
Create a Line Drawing from a Photo in Photoshop

1.  Desaturate the image-- (Image > Adjustments > Desaturate). 

2.  Duplicate the background layer by dragging it to the Add Layer icon, and invert the new copy (Image> Adjustments > Invert). 

3.  Set the inverted layer to Color Dodge blending mode, and your image will be totally white.

4.  Go to Filter >Blur > Gaussian Blur, and apply a Gaussian Blur.  Ignore the small preview window -- look at the image itself. Adjust the blur until you get the pencil sketch you want. Save the file as Pencil Sketch.

5.  Flatten the image and create a Background Copy Layer by dragging the background layer into the Add Layer Icon (at the bottom of the layers palette).  This allows you to work on the copy layer without changing the original.  You are now ready to start painting, make sure you save a second file as Colour.

Tutorial 2:
Changing a Photographic image to a Woodcut image.

Part A)

1.  Convert the photo to Grayscale (Image>Mode>Grayscale).

2.  Duplicate the original background layer, and save the file as Woodcut.
3.  Choose Filter>Other>High Pass and set the radius to 1.6 (click OK).  This changes the image to a low-contrast grayscale image.

4.  Choose Image>Adjustments>Threshold.  The default Threshold level is 128 but you can adjust the slider until you get the contrast you want.

5.  You can hide this woodcut layer and make another copy of the original layer in order to repeat steps 3 & 4 to get different results by varying the settings of the High Pass filter and the Threshold slider.
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Tutorial 2:
Changing a Photographic image to a Woodcut image.

Part B)
1.  Repeat steps 1 to 3 from Part A.

2.  Choose Filter>Other>High Pass and set the radius to 1.6 (click OK)

3.  Change the blending mode of the top layer to Colour Dodge.

4.  Choose Image>Adjustments>Threshold and adjust the Threshold level slider to get the effect you want.

5.  Hide this layer and make another copy of the original layer.

6.  Repeat the above steps 1&2 but change the High Pass setting to 5.7-- leave out step 3 (Keep the blending mode Normal), go to step 4 and adjust the Threshold level slider to get the effect you want.

Part 2

Once you have converted your photo into a line drawing or woodcut image, you are ready to begin painting over the image.

Important Notes:

▪ The Layers Palette allows you to do the following:

1. Adjust the transparency of your layer

2. Select a different Blending Mode (Normal, Multiply, Colour Dodge…)

3. Click on the Eye icon to hide the layer.

4. The arrow on the side gives you access to the following:

a) Layer Properties allow you to name a layer

b) Merge Down allows you to merge layers that are next to each other

c) Create Layer Sets that act like file folders to store related layers together.

d) Duplicate a Layer

e) Flatten will flatten all the layers to the Background Layer.

▪ Load Selection from the Select menu option

This will select (with dancing ants) the image or object on a certain layer.  You then have the option to copy and paste the layer into other layers or files.  The quick method—highlight the layer and right click the mouse.
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Part 2
Important Notes:
Layer Masks

▪ The Layer Mask icon is located at the bottom of the layers palette. 

▪ Click on the Layer Mask Icon, and a second window appears in the layer (beside the Layer window)

▪ To select the Layer Mask, click on the square so that it is highlighted.  In order to work on the actual Layer click on the layer box so that is highlighted.  You may move between the layer and the layer mask by clicking on the appropriate square and making sure that it is highlighted.

▪ Select a Soft Brush, Select Black as the foreground colour—this will remove an area from the layer (like an eraser).  You may adjust the opacity to change the amount of the image that is removed.

▪ If you select White as the foreground colour—this reverses what has been done with the Black, and removes the masked (or erased) area.

Note:

You can Blur and Smudge a Layer Mask which allows you to paint with the mask.

Brushes

▪ Adjust the opacity to change brush stroke—you also have the option to change mode but this can also be done in separate layers.

▪ Click Wet Edges to get a transparent quality to the brushstroke

▪ Open the pull down menu and click the arrow on the side of the window for brush options—for example: Assorted Brushes, Calligraphic Brushes, Faux Finish Brushes, Reset Brushes

Smudge

▪ With the Smudge and Blur tools you can adjust the pressure to alter the brushstroke.

▪ Open the pull down window and explore the different brush options.

▪ Click on Finger Paint to use the smudge tool to paint.

Painting Assignment

▪ Select a photo that you want to spend approximately 5 classes painting and altering in Photoshop.

▪  Layer Masks must be used with the Smudge, Blur, and Brush tools in order to achieve detail and realism in your image.

▪  You will be marked on quality of colour, creativity, amount of detail achieved, and over all appearance of the final image. 
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Part 3: Hand Drawn Image on a Greeting Card

1.
A)  Choose a picture to draw freehand
B)  This picture can be anything of your choice (an action hero, a holiday setting, a vehicle, fruit….)

C) You may shade your drawing with pencil or use a black felt tipped marker to create a pen & ink drawing.
2.
A)  You will scan this drawing into Photoshop in order to use it as the front page of a greeting card.  Using the layer options and brush tools outlined in parts 1-3 you will tint, create textures, and alter your shaded drawing in Photoshop.

B)  Make a background copy layer (drag the background into the new layer icon in the layers palette).  In the layer blending modes select Multiply then set the layer opacity to 70%. You are now ready to begin colouring and shading your pencil drawing.   

3.  Your card must use a THREE part colour scheme.  This means you are to only use three colours throughout the entire design (plus black and the shading from the graphite pencil).

4.  
A)  The message on your card can use a general topic such as “Happy Birthday”,              “Get Well Soon”,   “Merry Christmas”, “Be My Valentine”, “Happy Anniversary”, and “Thank You”.


B) The card may also use mottos & slogans such as "When it comes to lemonade, I'm your main squeeze", "Are You Going to Finish That Sandwich?", "Danger Is My Business", "Does she or doesn't she?", "If A Man Be Hungry...", "If It's Not Broken, Don't Fix It", and "I'm Not Crazy, I Just Don't Give A Darn!". 

C)  Keep in mind that your greeting card can have a serious or humorous tone.  You may also think about how to make an anti-greeting card. 
5.  Evaluation
● Make sure your picture has been drawn with accuracy and relates to the subject matter of the card.
● Demonstrate an effective use of Photoshop paint tools.
● Illustrate a strong understanding of colour scheme, and layout of text and images.

● How does the phrase you select work with the image and colour scheme to create a unified design.
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