Vector Portrait Assignment
For this assignment you will manually convert a self portrait (photo) into a vector image.  The final result will look like a cartoon.  The challenge will be converting subtle facial details and shades into simple, one-tone shapes.

Steps

1. Take a close-up photo of yourself with one of our digital cameras.  Make sure that you have your hair and shoulders in the picture.

2. Once you have the photo on your computer, open Adobe Illustrator and “place” your photo into a new document.

3. Create a new layer, then using the Pen Tool, trace around the largest areas of your subject until you have an enclosed shape, then fill the shape(s) with a suitable colour (use the eye dropper tool).  

4. Repeat this process until you have added as much detail as possible (Create a new layer for each new path) – remember to begin with the largest shapes (head, neck, shirt) and finish with the smallest detail (eye lashes, nose detail, hair shades, clothing detail)

5. When the portrait is complete, add a background pattern, scene or colour.

6. Some detail will look better with outlines, and some detail will look better without.

7. Don’t forget to use transparencies, gradients when needed.

Hand your finished portrait beside your original photograph into the “Vector Portrait” hand-in folder as a jpeg.  (like so...)
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Evaluation:  
Pen control



Depth and amount of detail/shading



Use of colour



Creativity

